Morning Prayer, (5th  Sunday of Easter) BCP

Introduction:

Good morning everyone.  I thought it was time we went back to the order of service that many of us had been brought up on and used for many years, not knowing that Hesdin would use the Book of Common Prayer, last week.  I had already prepared today’s service, so after consultation with other members of the congregation, we will use it again today, while offering apologies to any younger members who find the langage too archaic.  When Henry VIII founded the Church of England it had no specific liturgy and it was not until 1549 that the boy king Edward VI and a team of bishops published an Order of Service, subsequently revised, notably by Archbishop Thomas Cranmer.  As you know, this, the Book of Common Prayer, is still used today, with only minor revisions.  In contrast, our first hymn was only written in the 20th century :

Hymn : I am the Lord of the Dance. (I danced in the morning...)

sung by St Martin’s Voices
1
I danced in the morning when the world was begun,

and I danced in the moon and the stars and the sun,

and I came down from heaven and I danced on the earth,

at Bethlehem I had my birth.

Dance, then, wherever you may be, 

I am the Lord of the Dance, said he, 

and I'll lead you all, wherever you may be,
 

and I'll lead you all in the Dance, said he. 
 
2
I danced for the scribe and the pharisee,

but they would not dance and they wouldn't follow me.

I danced for the fishermen, for James and John -

they came with me and the Dance went on.

Chorus 

3
I danced on the Sabbath and I cured the lame;

the holy people said it was a shame.

They whipped and they stripped and they hung me on high,

and they left me there on a Cross to die.

Chorus 
 
4
I danced on a Friday when the sky turned black -

It's hard to dance with the devil on your back.

They buried my body and they thought I'd gone,

but I am the Dance, and I still go on.

Chorus 

5
They cut me down and I leapt up high;

I am the life that'll never, never die;

I'll live in you if you'll live in me -

I am the Lord of the Dance, said he.


Chorus 
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Dearly beloved brethren, the Scripture moveth us in sundry places to acknowledge and confess our manifold sins and wickedness; and that we should not dissemble nor cloke them before the face of Almighty God our heavenly Father; but confess them with an humble, lowly, penitent, and obedient heart; to the end that we may obtain forgiveness of the same, by his infinite goodness and mercy. And although we ought at all times humbly to acknowledge our sins before God; yet ought we most chiefly so to do, when we assemble and meet together to render thanks for the great benefits that we have received at his hands, to set forth his most worthy praise, to hear his most holy Word, and to ask those things which are requisite and necessary, as well for the body as the soul. Wherefore I pray and beseech you, as many as are here present, to accompany me with a pure heart and humble voice unto the throne of the heavenly grace, saying after me:

Almighty and most merciful Father, We have erred, and strayed from thy ways like lost sheep, We have followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts, We have offended against thy holy laws, We have left undone those things which we ought to have done, And we have done those things which we ought not to have done, And there is no health in us: But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us miserable offenders; Spare thou them, O God, which confess their faults, Restore thou them that are penitent, According to thy promises declared unto mankind in Christ Jesu our Lord: And grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake, That we may hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober life, To the glory of thy holy Name. Amen.
Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who desireth not the death of a sinner, but rather that he may turn from his wickedness, and live; and hath given power, and commandment, to his Ministers, to declare and pronounce to his people, being penitent, the Absolution and Remission of their sins: He pardoneth and absolveth all them that truly repent, and unfeignedly believe his holy Gospel. Wherefore let us beseech him to grant us true repentance, and his Holy Spirit, that those things may please him, which we do at this present; and that the rest of our life hereafter may be pure, and holy; so that at the last we may come to his eternal joy; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.
Our Father, which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, in earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses, As we forgive them that trespass against us; And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, For ever and ever. Amen.

O Lord, open thou our lips.
And our mouth shall shew forth thy praise.
O God, make speed to save us.
O Lord, make haste to help us.
 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
.As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.
Praise ye the Lord.
The Lord's Name be praised.
Venite, Exultemus Domino

Psalm 95

O come, let us sing unto the Lord :
let us heartily rejoice in the strength of our salvation.

Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving :
and show ourselves glad in him with psalms.

For the Lord is a great God :
and a great King above all gods.

In his hand are all the corners of the earth :
and the strength of the hills is his also.

The sea is his, and he made it :
and his hands prepared the dry land.

O come, let us worship and fall down :
and kneel before the Lord our Maker.

For he is the Lord our God :
and we are the people of his pasture, and the sheep of his hand.

To day if ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts :
as in the provocation, and as in the day of temptation in the wilderness;

When your fathers tempted me :
proved me, and saw my works.

Forty years long was I grieved with this generation, and said :
It is a people that do err in their hearts, for they have not known my ways.

Unto whom I sware in my wrath :
that they should not enter into my rest.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son :
and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be:
world without end. Amen.

PSALM: 22 25-31
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: world without end. Amen

ACTS:  8 26-40

EPISTLE: 1 JOHN 4 7-21
Jubilate

Jubilate, Everybody,
Serve The Lord In All Your Ways,
And Come Before His Presence Singing,
Enter Now His Courts With Praise.
For The Lord Our God Is Gracious,
And His Mercy’s Everlasting.
Jubilate, Jubilate, Jubilate Deo
Fred Dunn
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1977, 1980 Thankyou Music (Admin. by Integrity Music)

GOSPEL: John Chapter 15 1-8

Reflections
When preparing this, my head was still full of Easter, and today is indeed ‘Easter 5’.  But our Gospel reading takes us right back to the Last Supper, so before the Crucifixion, before Jesus was even arrested.  I first wondered why it was proposed today, but didn’t find the answer, until I realised the wonderful image it contains is more complicated than at first sight.     

Symbolic langage or even just words can mean so many different things to different people or nothing at all to some.   I remember Anne Fauquet saying that one of her pupils asked why he should say the Lord’s Prayer ; the only thing his father gave him was.. a beating.  So I suppose I was luckier : ‘Our Father who art in heaven’ brought no precise image to my child’s mind as the war had deprived me of my father when I was four.  But I had no difficulty in rallying to Onward Christian Soldiers.  (By the way, I was brought up in Wembley, so who knows ? That may have prompted the football team and kick-off image I used last time I spoke to you.)  And we shall see it is still valid this morning.

I wonder how many people brought up in city appartment blocks would have really appreciated last week’s image of the Good Shepherd.  But the simple idea of a tree or plant and its branches must surely be familiar to most people. They can understand that Jesus is saying that we are part of Him, even if they might not fully grasp that as such, we cannot exist without Him, but live, die and live again with Him or in Him.  Without going to the extreme and mentioning Eskimos, there are many people in the world who know nothing about vines and cannot fully appreciate today’s Gospel image, especially in the translation we read.  It didn’t mean much to me, even when I married into a French family, but this brought me to Calais, not exactly a wine-growing area.  What was engraved on my grandmother’s engagement ring was clearer to me, as it figures a branch of ivy leaves and the words ‘I cling to thee’.  But as I assimilated French culture and the people’s love and respect for the vine and its products, today’s image took on a new meaning.  
 There is, in fact, much more here than just ‘belonging’, as our Lord is inspiring his disciples into action.  Speaking of the vine, Jesus certainly used a more precise term than ‘branches’. I have no notion of Aramaic, but he probably said something close to the Hebrew ‘sariyg’.  Perhaps John, or those writing his Gospel, used the Greek word ‘klema’.  In French, we would say sarments, the shoots of the vine that flower and bring forth fruit.  The disciples would have been familiar with the term, which is often used in the Bible.  For example, in Isaiah chapter 16, the prophet laments that ‘The rulers of the nations have trampled down the choicest vines, which once reached Jazer and spread towards the desert.  Their shoots spread out and went as far as the sea.’  ‘Shoots’, a better translation than ‘branches’, as Jesus is sending His disciples out, even across the sea ; they are shoots eventually bearing grapes, which in turn provide wine, which features importantly in Jesus’s story.  From when He performed His first miracle at the wedding in Canaan, turning water into wine, to here at the Last Supper, when He passes round the cup, instauring what we call Holy Communion.  As an integral part of Him, His friends must now go out, produce vivifying, comforting wine to be poured out, and shared.  They are to spread His word ; bring Christianity to the world.  
Our reading from the Acts of the Apostles tells of Philip, who did just that.  He was not one of the twelve disciples, but one of the first seven apostles.  Do we spread our Lord’s word ?  How can we go about it ? It is not perhaps necessary, praiseworthy and useful as that may be, to blow a trumpet and ring a bell before preaching and singing a hymn on the street corner.  But each of us has his or her gifts or ressources to help put our Lord’s instructions into practice, while trying our best to live out His commandment to ‘love one another as I love you.’  To love our neighbour .
Here again, what images do these two words conjure up ? What comes to your mind when I say ‘Love’ ? That  picture will no doubt be influenced by our context, completely different from the one called up at any other time.  When you hear ‘Neighbours’ ? Surely much more than ‘the people next door’.  Yes, context matters.  How do we bring to life the image of ‘loving one another’, or ‘loving our neighbours’, indeed bring the whole Gospel message, into our lives ? Into the way we live ?  We may need some outside prompting, like a scene on television, a picture or article in the paper, some news or advice from a friend, a personal experience…  In today’s world, as the media make us aware of life far distanced from our own situation, we cannot fail to get ideas for implementing Our Lord’s command, each according to his or her possibilities.  
It is said that ‘Love, charity, begins at home’, so maybe, after all, we need look no further than ‘the folk next door’, or those we meet or come across, when allowed out.  They may need physical or financial help, or simply a little moral support or even just the recognition that they exist.  There are so many different ways to ‘love our neighbour’.  Even when we were isolated in lock-down, there was no doubt guidance to be found in thought and in prayer.    
Let us now acknowledge we have duly received, fully understand, and will try to bring into our lives the image used in John’s Gospel, by singing the hymn You are the Vine.
Hymn : You are the vine

You are the vine,  we are the branches, keep us abiding in you. (twice)

And we’ll grow in your love, then we’ll go in your name,

that the world will surely know that you have power to heal and to save.

You are the vine,  we are the branches, keep us abiding in you.  
Danny Daniels, Randy Rigby
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The Apostles' Creed

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth:
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, Born of the Virgin Mary, Suffered under Pontius Pilate, Was crucified, dead, and buried: He descended into hell; The third day he rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, And sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost; The holy Catholick Church; The Communion of Saints; The Forgiveness of sins; The Resurrection of the body, And the Life everlasting. Amen.
The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.
Let us pray.
Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

The Lord's Prayer

Our Father, which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, in earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses, As we forgive them that trespass against us; And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil. Amen.
O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us.
And grant us thy salvation.
O Lord, save the Queen.
And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee.
Endue thy Ministers with righteousness.
And make thy chosen people joyful.
O Lord, save thy people 

And bless thine inheritance.
Give peace in our time, O Lord.
Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God.
O God, make clean our hearts within us.. 
And take not thy Holy Spirit from us.
The Second Collect, for Peace.

O God, who art the author of peace and lover of concord, in knowledge of whom standeth our eternal life, whose service is perfect freedom: Defend us thy humble servants in all assaults of our enemies; that we, surely trusting in thy defence, may not fear the power of any adversaries; through the might of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
The Third Collect, for Grace.

O Lord, our heavenly Father, Almighty and everlasting God, who hast safely brought us to the beginning of this day: Defend us in the same with thy mighty power; and grant that this day we fall into no sin, neither run into any kind of danger; but that all our doings may be ordered by thy governance, to do always that is righteous in thy sight; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
A Prayer for the Queen's Majesty.

O Lord, our heavenly Father, high and mighty, King of kings, Lord of lords, the only Ruler of princes, who dost from thy throne behold all the dwellers upon earth: Most heartily we beseech thee with thy favour to behold our most gracious Sovereign Lady, Queen ELIZABETH; and so replenish her with the grace of thy Holy Spirit, that she may alway incline to thy will, and walk in thy way. Endue her plenteously with heavenly gifts; grant her in health and wealth long to live; strengthen her that she may vanquish and overcome all her enemies; and finally after this life she may attain everlasting joy and felicity; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
A Prayer for the Royal Family.

We pray for members of l the Royal Family: Endue them with thy Holy Spirit; enrich them with thy heavenly grace; prosper them with all happiness; and bring them to thine everlasting kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
A Prayer for the Clergy and People.

Almighty and everlasting God, who alone workest great marvels: Send down upon our Bishops, and Curates, and all Congregations committed to their charge, the healthful Spirit of thy grace; and that they may truly please thee, pour upon them the continual dew of thy blessing. Grant this, O Lord, for the honour of our Advocate and Mediator, Jesus Christ. Amen.
A Prayer for the world’s population
2 Corinthians 13.
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Ghost, be with us all evermore. Amen.
Hymn: Sing to God new songs of worship (Ode to Joy)

1 Sing to God new songs of worship
all his deeds are marvellous;
he has brought salvation to us
with his hand and holy arm.
He has shown to all the nations
righteousness and saving power;
he recalled his truth and mercy
to his people Israel.

2 Sing to God new songs of worship
earth has seen his victory;
let the lands of earth be joyful
praising him with thankfulness.
Sound upon the harp his praises,
play to him with melody;
let the trumpets sound his triumph,
show your joy to God the King!

3 Sing to God new songs of worship
let the sea now make a noise;
all on earth and in the waters,
sound your praises to the Lord.
Let the hills rejoice together,
let the rivers clap their hands,
for with righteousness and justice
he will come to judge the earth.
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