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Religious Association of the Anglican Church of Pas-de-Calais 

 
The word ‘epiphany’ means ‘manifestation’ or 
‘appearance’, and the Feast of the Epiphany marks the 
recognition of the newborn Jesus by the world. Later, 
the Church remembers the Baptism of Christ by John, 
when a voice from heaven declares Jesus to be God’s 
beloved Son. Finally, on 2 February, the season of 
Epiphany ends with the Feast of the Presentation. 
Jesus is brought to the Temple by his parents according 
to the law of Israel. There, he is recognised by Simeon, 
who declares him to be ‘a light to lighten the Gentiles 
and the glory of God’s people Israel.’  

https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/worship-texts-and-resources/liturgical-year 

 

Our Services 
Salle de l'Arsenal, Rue de l'Arsenal, Hesdin. 

Sunday 2nd Feb – 10.30 – lay led Service by Marilyn Dossat 
Sunday 16th Feb –10.30 – lay led Service by David Sergent 

Oratory of Notre Dame de la Misericorde, rue Gaillard, Calais 
Sunday 2nd Feb –11.00 – lay led Service by Pat Page 
Sunday 16th Feb –11.00 – lay led Service by Pat Page 

Monastere du Carmel, Rue du Denacre, Saint Martin Boulogne. 
Sunday 2nd Feb –11.00 – Joining with Calais 

Sunday 16th Feb –10.30 - lay led service 
 
 
 

Please check with the church wardens and the chaplaincy website for amendments to 
services  https://anglicanspdc.org 

 
 A Church Near You Website - A very useful website for finding us and other church services either 
locally, if you are away from home, or even on holiday.  www.achurchnearyou.com 
British in France Directory – you can also find us in the British in France official directory of 
member organisations.  www.britishinfrance.com  

 
A letter from The Right Reverend Bishop Dr. Robert Gibraltar in Europe. 

 

We are delighted that The Reverend Canon Andrew Norman will be joining us our new 

Suffragan Bishop from the beginning of March. I am writing to ask your prayers for him at this 

time of transition and to invite you to share in the beginning of his ministry as a bishop amongst 

us. This comes with my good wishes as ever, at an exciting time for our diocese 
 

Yours in Christ, 
 

Robert Gibraltar in Europe 
 

The Reverend Canon Andrew Norman's Consecration will take place in Canterbury Cathedral at 
11am February 27th. The service will be streamed live at the link below, if you wish to attend. 
http://www.youtube.com/@CanterburyCathedralOfficial.  
 

https://anglicanspdc.org/
http://www.achurchnearyou.com/
http://www.britishinfrance.com/
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Safeguarding 

 

Welcome to a new year and a new start for everyone. 
 
My new year’s resolution is to be more aware of people around me that may require assistance 
and support. We all owe a duty of care to each other and sometimes we need to think of ways  
to support each other, especially those who are more vulnerable than ourselves. 
Therefore, I urge everyone to look again at Safeguarding and to undertake the simple online 
courses, in order to recognise the signs of abuse by the language and actions used. 
There is a very valuable course on Domestic Abuse and it is recommended that everyone is 
aware of this issue within our community. 
I recently read an article which stated that domestic abuse is common among the Ex-Pat 
community here in France. This can be due to various issues; language, isolation from family 
and friends, shame, remoteness, lack of ability to drive, fear of driving on the opposite side 
of the road, lack of money to travel back to UK, and the consumption of alcohol and partying 
within close knit communities and friends. Unfortunately, a lot of women are trapped in a 
situation they thought by coming to France might be a new start in their lives, with promises of 
better behaviour from their partner. But the abuse will most certainly continue. 
While we know domestic abuse is more common against women, this does not mean that 
there are no male victims of such abuse; there are, but the stigma of admitting it is immense and 
therefore concealed. 
It’s not just physical abuse, its name calling, interrupting someone during a conversation, telling 
people to shut up, it’s neglecting a vulnerable partner’s needs, depriving them of health care or 
food and drink. It could be forcing views or regulations on them, which they do not wish to adhere 
to, but are too afraid to object for fear of reprisal. A lack of information on who to contact in 
France for support is also an issue.  
https://www.europe.anglican.org/resources/safeguarding-policy-guidance 

There is a list of contact numbers kept in each worship centre and the Safeguarding Officer will 
send these to all members of the congregations. 
If you have any safeguarding concerns, please do not hesitate to speak to someone you trust, or 
take it to your safeguarding officer who will listen to, and take seriously, all concerns in 

Confidence. Daphne Power chaplaincy safeguarding officer 

Coming up – Two Concerts in St Pol 

Come to the wonderful Eglise Saint Paul in St Pol sur Ternoise on Saturday April 5th at 18h30 to 

hear “Ensemble H.3” (a professional chamber choir and orchestra of 45) perform Georg Philipp 

Teleman’s oratorio “The day of Judgment” 

  

And then, why not come back to St Pol on Saturday May 10th, this time in the Salle des Fêtes, to 

hear a symphony orchestra of 60 from all over Europe “Concertante 62” perform the world 

premiere of Jeff Ward’s cello concerto with Maitane Sebastian as soloist. 

 Both concerts are conducted by Ian Ward who lives in the sleepy village of Quoeux Haut Mainil. 

 Ring or email for further details…ward.ian@orange.fr   03 21 41 79 43 

https://www.europe.anglican.org/resources/safeguarding-policy-guidance
mailto:ward.ian@orange.fr
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When a Cathedral is not a Cathedral 

By Roderick Hutchison 

Almost overnight in 1760, Scotland broke away from the Catholic 
Church. That Protestantism became Scotland’s main religion was 
in part due to committed preachers like George Wishart and John 
Knox, who actively recruited and enthused the most influential 
and powerful sections of Scottish society to the Protestant cause. 
It was also down to a failure of the Catholic Church to see the 
threat that Protestantism posed in Scotland, and to recognise its 

own shortcomings and internal problems. It was equally a political rebellion as much as a spiritual 
one, and the nobility who led the rebellion against Mary of Guise, Queen Mary’s mother and regent 
of Scotland in the late 1550s, were keen to move Scotland’s diplomatic axis away from Scotland’s 
age-old relationship with Catholic France. The first Protestant martyr to die as a result of 
disseminating the reformed message was the student and university master Patrick Hamilton, who 
had come back to St Andrews in 1527 (after a brief spell in Germany) espousing a number of Lutheran 
beliefs. He was burnt outside the gates of St Salvator’s College on 29th February 1528.  Hamilton’s 
fellow student Henry Forrest, tried and executed by the Archbishop of St Andrews, James Beaton, in 
October 1533, had also studied at St Leonard’s, entering the college in 1526. There were instances of 
desecration of Catholic churches in Ayrshire between 1528 and 1532, further martyrdoms in St 
Andrews for heresy in 1538-9, and another small group of craftsmen executed for Protestant beliefs 
in Perth in 1543. However, these were all small, isolated instances of Protestant belief, not evidence 
of a general trend. Protestant message in Scotland arguably only fully crystallised when the 
charismatic preacher George Wishart, the first Scot to come back to Scotland with the religious 
message being preached by Swiss reformers (including John Calvin) rather than the German ones, 
began to preach around Scotland in 1545. His death at a trial presided over by Cardinal David Beaton 
on 1 March 1546 actually made his message stronger – Wishart went willingly to be burnt alive 
before St Andrews castle and kissed and embraced his executioner in forgiveness. Beaton was later 
assassinated by Fife Lairds appalled at what he had done. His body was retained in a casket of salt to 
be ridiculed. 
By these acts against both the Catholic Church and to the south – the church of Henry V111 – there 
was no place for either bishops or cardinals. Certainly, no allegiance to the Pope. 
 
By these acts against what had been the Catholic Church the Cathedrals in Scotland, became a place 
of worship and reverence but not seen as such by either the Catholic or Anglican churches. Churches 
were to be stripped of their idolatrous religious art and decoration and whitewashed, so that only 
God and Christ would be worshipped, and not their images, or images of the saints (prohibited, along 
with all manner of intercessory prayer, as a feature of the Catholic faith). 

 

Roderick and Gillian 
enjoyed Hogmanay 
with a classical Bach 
concert in St Giles Kirk 
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What is the Big Church Read? 

 

The Big Church Read draws people together to read through the same book at the same time. 
It's FREE to join in and is designed to be used by individuals, small groups and whole 
Churches. We offer an enhanced reading experience with exclusive videos and questions 

from the author as they lead you through their book. 

 

 
 

 
 

The Big Church Read: Homepage 
https://thebigchurchread.co.uk 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Special Webinar: ‘Living Hope’ 
Resources for Lent and Easter 

Join us for a special webinar as 
we explore this year’s Lent and 
Easter resources for churches. 
The Church of England’s Lent 
theme for 2025 is Living Hope. 
This webinar will explain more 
about the theme, reflections and 
resources that will be available 
for churches. We’ll also be 

available to answer any questions you might have about making the most of Lent and Easter and 
the Living Hope theme.  

 

Register  

 

https://www.churchofengland.org/faith-life/what-we-believe/lent-holy-week-and-easter/living-
hope-resources-lent-2025#na 

 

 

The%20Big%20Church%20Read:%20Homepagehttps:/thebigchurchread.co.uk
The%20Big%20Church%20Read:%20Homepagehttps:/thebigchurchread.co.uk
The%20Big%20Church%20Read:%20Homepagehttps:/thebigchurchread.co.uk
The%20Big%20Church%20Read:%20Homepagehttps:/thebigchurchread.co.uk
https://churchofengland-org.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_E-kaXcV4ToSUvOL1_qXHXg#/registration
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Some useful links: 
The Prayer Circle prays for you ‘in confidence’ please email to: ourprayersr4u@mail.com 
and write ‘Prayer Request’ in the Subject line. 
Please note: The prayer circle is always here to pray for you, your family or friends, but 
please remember to ask their permission before sending in a prayer request. mcd/ed 
 

Newsletter contributions: Please send any items of chaplaincy news, services, meetings, 
what’s on in your area; and forthcoming events to mcatchdossat@gmail.com 
Note: Please remember that if you plan on sending photographs, do ask peoples 
permission first; and be aware that pictures or images may be copyright. Thanks, mcd/ed 
 

This newsletter, together with contact details for our Church Wardens, is on our website 
https://anglicanspdc.org   
Also find us at  www.achurchnearyou.com 

Safeguarding Policy:  
https://www.europe.anglican.org/resources/safeguarding-policy-guidance    
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:ourprayersr4u@mail.com
mailto:mcatchdossat@gmail.com
https://anglicanspdc.org/
https://anglicanspdc.org/
http://www.achurchnearyou.com/
https://www.europe.anglican.org/resources/safeguarding-policy-guidance

