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Religious Association of the Anglican Church of Pas-de-Calais 

 

re  

 

 

 
Bishop Roberts Lent appeal 
Support Refugees 

This link takes you to the donation web page at USPG who 

are running the campaign with us. 

Donate  

 
 https://www.europe.anglican.org/news/latest-news/bishops-lent-appeal-2025 
 

Please check with the church wardens and the chaplaincy website for amendments to 
services  httpsth://anglicanspdc.org 

 
 A Church Near You Website - A very useful website for finding us and other church services either 
locally, if you are away from home, or on holiday.  www.achurchnearyou.com 
British in France Directory – you can also find us in the British in France official directory of 
member organisations.  www.britishinfrance.com  

 

Jesus Predicts His Betrayal 

21 When Jesus had said these things, 

He became troubled in spirit, and [j]testified 

and said, “Truly, truly I say to you that one 

of you will [k]betray Me.” 22 The 

disciples began looking at one another, at a 

loss to know of which one He was speaking. 

John 13: 21-22  

Our April Services 
Salle de l'Arsenal, Rue de l'Arsenal, Hesdin. 
Sunday 6th 10.30am – Thanks giving Lay led service – David Sergent 
Sunday 20th 10.30am – Easter Day - Lay led service – Marilyn Dossat 
Oratory of Notre Dame de la Misericorde, rue Gaillard, Calais. 
Sunday 6th   11am lay led service - Pauline Cecchin 
Sunday 13th 10:30 Palm Sunday Service joining Boulogne 
Monastere du Carmel, Rue du Denacre, Saint Martin Boulogne. 
Sunday 6th Joining with Calais 
Sunday 13th 10:30 Palm Sunday Service  
Calais will be joining us. 
 

Holy Week 2025  

Palm Sunday – April 13. 

Holy Thursday – April 17. 

Good Friday – April 18. 

Holy Saturday – April 19. 

Easter Sunday – April 20. 

https://ukraine-fund.uspg.org.uk/
https://anglicanspdc.org/
http://www.achurchnearyou.com/
http://www.britishinfrance.com/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%2013&version=NASB#fen-NASB-26644j
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%2013&version=NASB#fen-NASB-26644k
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April Fool! 

 
Oh, to be in England now that April’s there! 
 
The first line of Robert Browning’s celebration of the joys of 
an English spring. And to show that this month starts as it 
intends to develop with all sorts of weather surprises, we 
traditionally celebrate the 1st of April in England as  
‘April Fool’s Day’.  
Here in France, we have the same tradition, though the day 
is called instead ‘Poisson d’avril’ - April fish. 
 

 
One theory for the origin of the ‘April fish’ is that in France, on April the 1st the fishing season 
Began; while in others it was suspended. To make a gift to the fishermen, and to make fun of 
them a little, because the fishing was either too easy, an abundance on the opening day, or 
unsuccessful, a day of suspension, they were offered a herring. It was then that a popular habit 
took hold: a real fish was surreptitiously hung on people’s backs! As the clothes were larger, 
the victims did not notice it at once, so that the fish became more and more slimy and stinky. 
Thus, would have been born the taste for making small gifts for laughs, jokes or mystifications  
on that day.  
In England we are less certain about the origin: some say it may date to Roman times; or even the 
Bible, as do so many of our customs and traditions. The earliest certain reference was in the 17th 
century when John Aubrey called it ‘Fooles holy day’; people were tricked into going to the Tower of 
London to ‘see the lions washed!’ 
Growing up in England I recall routinely all sorts of mischievous April Fool jokes; including some not 
so pleasant! For example, being given custard cream biscuits in which the cream had been replaced 
by toothpaste! But in recent times, the significance of April the 1st as a day to play pranks on one’s 
friends appears to have diminished; no doubt with Health and Safety considerations to the fore. 

However, the media still manage to entertain us with 
ingenious deceptions. In one famous prank in 1957, the 
BBC’s Panorama broadcast an item purporting to show Swiss 
farmers harvesting freshly-grown spaghetti.  
The BBC was soon flooded with requests to buy a spaghetti 
plant, forcing them to issue an apology the following day. 
With the advent of the Internet and global news services, 
these hoaxes can catch and embarrass wider audiences than 
ever before.  

 
 
In 2015, The Daily Star reported on April 1st that, “due to dwindling tourism in the capital, Big Ben’s 
analogue clock face will become digital. Foreign tourists have reportedly been complaining about the 
‘olde worlde’ feel of London and want to bring it up to date with other world cities”.  
The   response predictably was one of international shock and outrage. 
So, see if you can spot which preposterous news item the BBC or The Times reports this time 
On the 1st April!  

Michael Spriggs 
 
 

An April Fool’s victim in France 

Swiss spaghetti harvest: 
BBC 1957 
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A Virtual Walk – Raising Funds for Maria Skobtsova House in Calais 

Maria Skobtsova House; in the heart of Calais, offers sanctuary and hospitality to vulnerable refugees, 
in the spirit of Dorothy Day, founder of the Catholic Worker Movement, and Maria Skobtsova,  
‘Saint Mary of Paris’.  
 

Pauline Cecchin; churchwarden of Boulogne congregation, was inspired to raise funds after hearing 
Bradon Muilenberg, the ‘Anglican Refugee Support Lead’ for the north coast of France, give a talk to 
the 'Benelux and France Trefoil Guild' about the situation and needs of the migrant population in the 
Calais area. The MS House in Calais helps with women in need of care and rest. They need simple 
things such as dry socks and women’s hygiene products. To find out more about the work of the MS 
House please visit this link: https://www.refugeehousecalais.org/home 

Pauline is joined by two of her friends 
from Paris - Rachel and Beth - of 
‘Trefoil Guild, Geneviève, Trefoil 
Guild, Lalage Glaister from Hesdin 
congregation, Tanya Collins, 
Chaplaincy treasurer and Martine 
Collins; Tanya's sister who lives in the 
U.K.  

The fundraising challenge that the 
group have set themselves is to 
complete a 'virtual' walk of 108kms, 
the distance from the Porte de Calais, 
the gateway leading to the Basilica of 
Our Lady of the Immaculate 
Conception at Boulogne-Sur-Mer to 
the Christchurch gate leading to 
Canterbury Cathedral see map.   

 

Each fundraiser will walk around their local area and Martine will collate the distances walked to 
achieve a final total distance. 

If you would like to join in with the fundraising efforts, please email martinecollins@yahoo.com or 
speak to Pauline for more details. This is not a sponsored event as such, however if you are taking 
part, we would ask you to kindly consider pledging a small amount to the fundraising efforts.   

More details will follow of where to send your pledged amount.   

If you are taking part, please email Martine on the following dates with your weekly distance walked 
so that we can keep a running total of our progress. 

• Monday 17th March, - Monday 24th March, - Monday 31st March 

• Monday 7th April, - Monday 14th April, - Thursday 17th April-totalizer! 

Thank you so much for your support and encouragement. If you have any photos of your walks, 
please send them to martinecollins@yahoo.com or share on the Facebook page via the following 
link: Solidarité Anglicane/PDC | Facebook 

Martine Collins                                  

 

https://www.refugeehousecalais.org/home
mailto:martinecollins@yahoo.com
mailto:martinecollins@yahoo.com
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Press Release:   Telemann comes to Saint Pol ! 

In the magnificent church of Saint Paul in St Pol sur Ternoise 
“Ensemble H.3” conducted by Ian Ward will be performing Georg 
Philipp Telemann’s oratorio “The Day of Judgment” on Saturday 
April 5th at 6.30pm. 
Composed in 1762 this was the last major composition of the 
then 81-year-old German composer 
who composed over 3000 works encompassing all genres, from 
solo instrumental pieces to full-blown oratorios. 
 Soloists Amélie Tatti (soprano), Barbara Haingeré (contralto), 
Léo Muscat (tenor) and Aurélien Pernay (bass) are joined by the 
forces of a professional chamber choir and orchestra numbering 
45 with members from the UK, Belgium, and France. 
 Under the direction of Ian Ward, “Ensemble H.3” has already 
performed 6 concerts in St Pol and the Abbaye de Belval and to 
quote the conductor “this is my favourite Church in Northern 

France with its superb acoustic and wonderful organ”. And to “mettre l’orgue en valeur” the organist 
Matthieu Goulon will be starting the program with a short recital of works by…Telemann, of course! 
  

   
Ensemble H.3 

 

                                   
                        Georg Philipp Telemann                                   Organ of Saint Paul church       
 

Coming up – Two Concerts in St Pol 

Come to the wonderful Eglise Saint Paul in St Pol sur Ternoise on Saturday April 5th at 18h30 to hear 
“Ensemble H.3” (a professional chamber choir and orchestra of 45) perform Georg Philipp Teleman’s 
oratorio “The day of Judgment” 
And then, why not come back to St Pol on Saturday May 10th, this time in the Salle des Fêtes, to hear a 
symphony orchestra of 60 from all over Europe “Concertante 62” perform the world premiere of Jeff 
Ward’s cello concerto with Maitane Sebastian as soloist. 
 Both concerts are conducted by Ian Ward who lives in the sleepy village of Quoeux Haut Mainil. 
 Ring or email for further details…ward.ian@orange.fr   03 21 41 79 43 
Tickets are priced at 10€ and free for under 16s. 
To reserve in advance just telephone 03 21 41 79 43 or turn up (early!) on the door. 

mailto:ward.ian@orange.fr
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A good home is needed for a collection of NatGeo's from 2008-2020. 
About 120 in total. They are all packed up and can be delivered to 
any one of the three PDC Church’s on an appropriate Sunday, if 
anyone can use them. Or delivered, within reason, in the Hauts de 
France. 

Wherever you are, if you are interested, please contact Hugh to 
discuss... 

Hugh Hutton   hhutton@ymail.com     06 22 36 75 76 

 

 

 

https://www.wikipasdecalais.fr/index.php?title=Estr%C3%A9elles
mailto:hhutton@ymail.com
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 I  WANDERED LONELY AS A CLOUD 

BY 
WILLIAM WORDSWORTH  

 

I wandered lonely as a cloud 

That floats on high o'er vales and hills, 

When all at once I saw a crowd, 

A host, of golden daffodils; 

Beside the lake, beneath the trees, 

Fluttering and dancing in the breeze. 

 

Continuous as the stars that shine 

And twinkle on the milky way, 

They stretched in never-ending line 

Along the margin of a bay: 

Ten thousand saw I at a glance, 

Tossing their heads in sprightly dance. 

 

The waves beside them danced; but they 

Out-did the sparkling waves in glee: 

A poet could not but be gay, 

In such a jocund company: 

I gazed—and gazed—but little thought 

What wealth the show to me had brought: 

 

For oft, when on my couch I lie 

In vacant or in pensive mood, 

They flash upon that inward eye 

Which is the bliss of solitude; 

And then my heart with pleasure fills, 

And dances with the daffodils.

Some useful links: 
The Prayer Circle prays for you ‘in confidence’ please email to: ourprayersr4u@mail.com 
and write ‘Prayer Request’ in the Subject line. 
Please note: The prayer circle is always here to pray for you, your family or friends, but 
please remember to ask their permission before sending in a prayer request. mcd/ed 
Newsletter contributions: Please send any items of chaplaincy news, services, meetings, 
what’s on in your area; and forthcoming events to mcatchdossat@gmail.com 
Note: Please remember that if you plan on sending photographs, do ask peoples 
permission first; and be aware that pictures or images may be copyright. Thanks, mcd/ed 
This newsletter, together with contact details for our Church Wardens, is on our website 
https://anglicanspdc.org   
Also find us at  www.achurchnearyou.com 

Safeguarding Policy:  
https://www.europe.anglican.org/resources/safeguarding-policy-guidance    
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:ourprayersr4u@mail.com
mailto:mcatchdossat@gmail.com
https://anglicanspdc.org/
https://anglicanspdc.org/
http://www.achurchnearyou.com/
https://www.europe.anglican.org/resources/safeguarding-policy-guidance

