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Religious Association of the Anglican Church of Pas-de-Calais 

 

Happy Epiphany to all our readers 
 
The feast of the Epiphany is the feast which commemorates the 

manifestation of God to the Gentiles. This manifestation began when 

the Wise Men from the East came to Bethlehem to pay their respects 

and offer their gifts to the to the newly-born king of the Jews 

January Sunday Services  
Salle de l'Arsenal, Rue de l'Arsenal, Hesdin. - Churchwarden Marilyn Dossat 
4th - 10.30 am - Epiphany Service Lay led by Marilyn Dossat 
18th - 10.30 am - Eucharist service led by Revd. Teena Twelves 

 Oratory of Notre Dame de la Misericorde, rue Gaillard, Calais. - Churchwarden Pat Page 
4th - 11.00 am - Epiphany Eucharist service led by Revd. Teena Twelves 
18th- Joining with Boulogne for a lay led morning service 
Monastere du Carmel, Rue du Denacre, Saint Martin Boulogne. - Churchwarden Pauline Cecchin 
4th - 11.00 am - Joining with Calais for a Eucharist service led by Revd. Teena Twelves 
18th- 11.00 am - Morning service Lay led by Pauline Cecchin 

 
 
Safeguarding: Who to contact to raise a safeguarding concern - taken from Safeguarding Policy at 
the end of this Newsletter. 
If you believe that an individual may be at risk of immediate serious harm from others, or 
someone you know through your chaplaincy poses a risk of serious harm to themselves or others, 
you must take action. 
Where there is an immediate risk of harm, you should contact the local protection services in the 
country where the concern has arisen. 
In addition, all concerns should be reported within 24 hours to the Diocesan Safeguarding Team. 
You can do this directly by telephone or email. You should notify your Chaplaincy Safeguarding 
Officer, or, if the CSO is not available, another appropriate church officer who should ensure the 
concern is brought to the attention of the DST. 
The DST provide a consultation line Monday to Friday, 10:00 to 18:00 Central European Time. 
For urgent enquiries during operational hours, please call: +44 (0)207 898 1159 or email. 
For non-urgent enquiries contact: +44 (0)7464 544 715 or email. 
Out of hours 
For urgent enquiries outside operational hours, call our partners thirtyone:eight on +44 (0) 303 
003 1111. You will be provided with initial advice and your referral will be passed to the DST. 
For non-urgent concerns outside operational hours, please email and a team member will respond 
as soon as possible. 
Reporting a concern 
To report a concern by email, please complete the referral form which you 
can download here.  Please email the completed form 
to europe.safeguarding@churchofengland.org. Our team will respond the next working day. 
Please tell us if you need help in completing the form, or need to have a form in a language other 
than English. 

mailto:europe.safeguarding@churchofengland.org
mailto:europe.safeguarding@churchofengland.org
mailto:europe.safeguarding@churchofengland.org
https://thirtyoneeight.org/
mailto:europe.safeguarding@churchofengland.org
https://www.europe.anglican.org/sites/default/files/2023-09/017%20Diocese%20Safeguarding%20Referral%20Form%20%5B5%20Sept%2023%5D.pdf
mailto:europe.safeguarding@churchofengland.org
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Charles Dickens was here ! 

While waiting recently for - yet another - delayed Shuttle crossing at Calais, I noticed that 
the Eurotunnel passenger building is named the "Charles Dickens Terminal", and wondered why.     
 
Of course, at this time of year this celebrated author springs to mind because of one of his best-
known works, "A Christmas Carol", the classic novella that has been dramatised countless times.  We 
certainly think of Dickens as that most perceptive observer of life in mid-Victorian in England, but 

Dickens was also a great international traveller.  However, I had not 
appreciated he had such a strong attachment to our part of France. 
 
In 1853, Dickens spent the first of several summers in Boulogne. He 
had been advised to go there to rest from overwork by taking the sea 
baths, said to have restorative properties.  He then visited the Pas-
de-Calais many times over the next 20 years. Of his ten children, four 
of his sons were sent to boarding school in Boulogne, where there 
was a sizeable British population in the 19thC. 
 
Dickens absorbed himself in the vibrant life of Boulogne, in its 
theatre and in many charitable activities.  He published a series of 
articles: "Our French Watering Place" in which he describes 

Boulogne: "It is the most elegant, the most picturesque I know ... With its promenade along the 
surrounding ramparts, the upper town is charming". This association is commemorated today by the 
Dickens Walk around the ramparts (also a guided tour) and in the nearby "rue Charles Dickens". 
 
Dickens seemed like the ultimate Victorian family man, living out his professional ideals of 
domesticity and moral rectitude with his wife, Catherine, and their large (10!) brood of children.  But 
the truth was more complicated. By the mid-1850s it was clear from his letters that Dickens was 
unhappy in his marriage. In 1857 he was introduced by one of his daughters to a young actress, Ellen 
("Nelly”) Terman, with whom he became infatuated.  The following year, Catherine left the family 
home, and Dickens and Nelly began a 13-year relationship.  Dickens installed them in secret in a 
modest farmhouse in Condette in the Forest of Hardelot which, with its Charles Dickens plaque, may 
be visited today and which is approached via the "impasse Dickens".    
 
Though they remained attached until his death in 1870 aged 58, Dickens - though hugely famous in 
his lifetime - was anxious to maintain his privacy and to keep secret his relationship with Nelly.  In the 

face of continuing rumours, they apparently destroyed all 
correspondence between them.  In fact, details of the Condette 
episode only became fully apparent after Dickens’ death. 
 
Back to Calais and the Dickens Eurotunnel Terminal.   
Despite the warmly implied association, Dickens disliked 
Calais intensely.  As he wrote in his travelogue, “The 
Uncommercial Traveller": "Malignant Calais! Low-lying alligator, 
evading the eyesight and discouraging hope!"   
Mind you, in the same article he was equally scathing about 

Dover! Michael Spriggs 

 

 
 

Charles Dickens Plaque:  Condette 

 The Dickens Walk, Boulogne 
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On Sunday 7 December, the Anglican Church of Pas-de-Calais warmly welcomed its new 

chaplain, the Reverend Teena Twelves. The installation ceremony took place at Saint-Omer Church in 

Estréelles close to Montreuil-sur-Mer, followed by a reception in the neighbouring Salle de Fêtes. The 

Reverend Twelves' appointment comes after a six-year interim period since the departure of her 

predecessor. During this period, the faithful had to rely on a series of guest 

priests to celebrate the Eucharist, and services led by approved members of the 

community. The Reverend Twelves arrives from Kent, where she was part of 

the priestly team at Ashford Town parish. She will take responsibility for the 

three congregations of Calais, Boulogne-Sur-Mer and Hesdin, through regular 

services in these three towns, as well as pastoral duties. Living locally, she will 

play a role within the wider community of British residents in the region. 

The service was introduced by Pauline Cecchin, (churchwarden of Boulogne) on 
behalf of herself and the other two wardens, Pat Page (Calais) and Marilyn Dossat (Hesdin). (see 
photo above), and was led by the Archdeacon. The Reverend Canon Dr Peter Hooper. Some of 
Teena’s favourite Hymns were sung by the congregation; accompanied by organist Vaughan Johnson. 

       

During the service five symbols of Teena’s ministry were presented to her from members of the 
chaplaincy. Key,                Water,                        Candle,                         Bible,                       Chalice and Paten 

        
 

A Closing prayer from Revd. Teena 
with Archdeacon Peter and Wardens. 

 
Then everyone 

left the church after a beautiful service! 
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The Revd. Teena Twelves took the opportunity at the reception to 
comment on her new position: 
 
“I am delighted to be embarking on a new phase of my ministry within the 
Anglican Church here in Pas-de-Calais, a region of France that I know well 
and am particularly fond of. The welcome has been wonderful and I am 
grateful for everything that has been done to make me feel at home and I 
am looking forward to what is to come.” 
 

More pics before and after the installation and at the 
reception... 
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Christmas Eve Service in Launceston 

 

We were unable to join in with the Ecumenical Carol service in 
Hesdin on 21st December, due to being in the UK with family for 
Christmas, but we were able to attend nine lessons and carols in 
the beautiful St. Mary Magdalene Church in Launceston with the 
family on Christmas Eve.  
This 12th century grade 1 listed building, right in the centre of 
the town, has an amazing choir and peal of bells.  
It certainly got us into the true Spirit of Christmas.  
  

Happy New Year to everyone  
Doreen & Jake Cavalier 

 

                                                                          
Follow the link below to see photos of the church outside with Christmas trees  
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/17szjk1Twi/ 

 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

On the 17th of December, Calais held its annual Carol Service, 
"Chantez Ensemble Noel" at Notre Dame de Salette in Blériot. 

The carol service is an informal variation on the traditional nine lessons 
and carols where everyone can come along and sing their hearts out to 
their favourite carols accompanied by the story of the nativity. 
It's an annual opportunity to welcome friends old and new, some 
belonging to other churches and some that may not usually attend 
church services.  
We dedicated the carol service to our dear friends David Page and Mary 
Wood who were involved with the carol service for many years and are 
no longer with us.  
 

Clare Page played a selection of well-known carols and Katherine was 
joined by Floriane and Véronique to lead the singing.  
Tanya, Jane and Pauline told the story of the nativity and Pat led us in a 
blessing.  

 

People gave generously towards the work of the three charities our chaplaincy supports, the SNSM, 
L'arche and FIAC. 
Several people commented afterwards about how much they enjoyed the service and how it 
reminded them of their childhoods when everyone sung these carols at school assemblies.  
 

Everyone feasted on mince pies and other festive fayre before setting off home feeling just a little bit  
more Christmassy.  Katherine Currie 
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

A ‘Big Thank You’ to Hesdin Congregation  
 
Dear brothers and sisters 
Thank you for your generosity in giving these gifts to the asylum seekers in 
Beaurainville ! 
They were gratefully accepted, and I am sure that the content and the 
gesture made a big difference to them just knowing that people care... 
Blessings to all  
Marilyn churchwarden 

 

https://www.facebook.com/share/p/17szjk1Twi/
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                      Ecumenical Carol Service 3pm, 21st December 2025 
In Hesdin’s ‘Notre Dame’ Catholic Church  

 
Once again Catholics and Anglicans joined together to share in a 
beautiful service of nine readings and Carols. This year we were 
delighted to be represented by our new Chaplain the Revd. Teena 
Twelves who was warmly welcomed by the parish priest Abbé 
Vincent Blin.  

           
      

We sang Carols in French and English with the French choir 
 ‘La Coecillia’ who were led by choir mistress Marie-Christine Desobry 
and accompanied by classical pianist Jean-Marie Castelain. As the 
service drew to a close, we lit each other’s candles and sang ‘Silent 
Night, Holy Night’... and then the lights in the church went out and 
we continued humming quietly to the same tune...A truly magical 
moment !  
 

 
Marie-Christine 

 
The service was brought to an end with a blessing from the three 
priests, l’Abbé Vincent Blin, parish priest of the 7 Valleys; 
Campagne-les-Hesdin, Beaurainville, and Hesdin.   
l'Abbé Nepomucène on a two-year visit from Madagascar and 
our own Anglican Chaplain, the Revd. Teena Twelves.   
 

Afterwards, everyone was invited back, by Hesdin’s Anglican 
congregation, for mince pies, ginger cake and mulled wine. The hall 
was packed full with generous people and 218 euros was raised for 
the chaplaincy charities, (Calais Life Boats (SNSM)), FIAC, and L’Arche,) 
with a raffle for Daphne Power’s ‘Whiskey Cake’ and the sale of her 
delicious ginger cakes.  Daphne had previously raffled another of her 
whiskey cakes at the walkers group Christmas lunch on the 2nd 
December, making a total 373 Euros.  
Thank you very much Daphne, for your outstanding generosity 
and support. mcd/ed 
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The Pas de Calais Chaplaincy Newsletter

 
Some useful links: 

The Prayer Circle prays for you ‘in confidence’ please email to: 
ourprayersr4u@mail.com 
and write ‘Prayer Request’ in the Subject line. 
Please note: The prayer circle is always here to pray for you, your family or friends, but 
please remember to ask their permission before sending in a prayer request. mcd/ed 
 

Newsletter contributions: Please send any items of chaplaincy news, services, 
meetings, what’s on in your area; and forthcoming events to 
mcatchdossat@gmail.com 
Note: Please remember that if you plan on sending photographs, do ask peoples 
permission first; and be aware that pictures or images may be copyright. Thanks, 
mcd/ed 
 

This newsletter, together with contact details for our Church Wardens, is also on our 
website https://anglicanspdc.org 
Safeguarding Policy: 
https://www.europe.anglican.org/resources/safeguarding-policy-guidance 
Find us at:  www.achurchnearyou.com 
 

       
 

  
to subscribe - View in browser  

 

A Church Near You Website - A very useful website for finding us and other church services either 
locally, if you are away from home, or on holiday.  www.achurchnearyou.com 
British in France Directory – you can also find us in the British in France official directory of 
member organisations.  www.britishinfrance.com  

 

mailto:ourprayersr4u@mail.com
mailto:mcatchdossat@gmail.com
https://anglicanspdc.org/
https://www.europe.anglican.org/resources/safeguarding-policy-guidance
http://www.achurchnearyou.com/
https://mailchi.mp/churchofengland.org/todays-daily-media-digest-wc0ae0vatm?e=ce8f8a2c9d

